
THE ETRUSCANS



WHO WERE THEY?
• People living north of Rome 

in Etruria

• Came to Italy about 800 
BC

• Moved to Latium Plain and 
Rome abut 650 BC

• Skilled metalworkers

• Changed Rome from 
straw-roofed huts to a city 
of wood and brick 
buildings

• Gave Romans to toga

• Romans copied their army



ETRUSCAN AND GREEK 
INFLUENCES



THE ETRUSCANS- ENGINEERING

•Arch
•Rested on two 
pillars
•Keystone- holds 
weight of entire 
curve

•Cuniculus
•Underground trench 
•Used to irrigate land



ETRUSCANS- SPORTING EVENTS

• Slave fighting at funerals

• 2 slaves would fight to the death

• Winner congratulated then killed

• Chariot races

• Usually ended in injury or death



GREEK- ARCHITECTURE

•Use of marble

•Use of concrete

•Use of columns

•Public buildings

• temples



GREEK- WRITING

• Wrote in all capitals like the 
Greeks

• Roman writers inspired by 
Greeks

• Example- Virgil’s The Aeneid
inspired by Homer’s Odyssey 
and Iliad

• Posted inscriptions of important 
documents in public squares



GREEK- ART

•Used Greek art as a model in:

•Sculpting

•Painting

•pottery



GREEK- MYTHOLOGY

• Adopted Greek gods

• Gave them Roman names

• Zeus  Jupiter

• Aphrodite  Venus

• Poseidon  Neptune


